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PART I

COASTLINE

Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Caesarea Maritima, Haifa, Mount Carmel
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TEL AVIV-JAFFA

EVENT REFERENCE

Jaffa (Joppa) was part 
of the land allotted 
to the tribe of Dan

Joshua 19:46

Cedars for the Temple 
were brought from 
Lebanon to Jaffa (Joppa)

2 Chronicles 2:16; 
Ezra 3:7

Jonah tried to flee 
the Lord’s presence 
from Jaffa (Joppa)

Jonah 1:3

Peter calls Tabitha back 
to life in Jaffa (Joppa) Acts 9:36–42

Peter has a vision in 
Jaffa (Joppa) with 
unclean animals

Acts 10:10–23;  
Acts 11:4–17

Jaffa was the backdrop of God breaking the mold 
for several of the people He loved and called to 
great things. In the most uncomfortable way, they 
had to expand their understanding of who God is. 
Jonah experienced God’s endless mercy, Tabitha 
was literally given a whole new life, and Peter 
needed to confront his own prejudices. How is the 
Lord breaking the mold for you today? 
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CAESAREA MARITIMA

EVENT REFERENCE

Peter meets Cornelius in 
Caesarea, who becomes 
the first gentile believer

Acts 10:1-11:18

Apostles stay with Philip the 
evangelist and his prophetic 
daughters in Caesarea

Acts 21:8-10

Paul meets Felix, 
the Governor from 
Rome, in Caesarea

Acts: 23:23-35  
and 25

The Apostles haven’t even set their feet on for-
eign lands yet, and they were already getting a 
taste of what God wanted to do for the world. The 
Good News of Salvation was shared with the gen-
tiles and this was just the beginning! The seeds 
of hope that you sow in your closest surrounding 
can have a global impact. What are some small 
steps you can take almost immediately to poten-
tially change the world around you?
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HAIFA, MOUNT CARMEL

EVENT REFERENCE

The prophet Elijah 
confronts the prophets of 
Baal on Mount Carmel

1 Kings 18:16-40

The prophet Elisha also 
performed miracles while 
traveling via Mount Carmel

2 Kings 2:25

The Carmel Mountains 
were praised for their 
beauty by King Solomon

Song of Songs 7:5

God said men can’t 
hide from Him, even 
on Mount Carmel

Amos 9:3

How ironic that one of the most beautiful places 
in the Land of Israel, the Carmel which even trans-
lates to “God’s Vineyard”, was also a place of ap-
palling idolatry and great confrontation with the 
servants of the true God. Do you sometimes feel 
that if you take a stand for what is right you may 
ruin the atmosphere for others? The Bible says we 
cannot hide on the pleasant and easy Mount Car-
mel. In what area of your life do you believe you 
still need to take a stand?
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PART I I

THE NORTH, GALILEE AND SAMARIA

Jezreel Valley / Megiddo, Nazareth, Mount Tabor, Kinneret (Sea 
of Galilee), Tiberias, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, Go-

lan Heights, Tel Dan / Banias, Beit Shean, Jordan River.

JEZREEL VALLEY / MEGIDDO 

EVENT REFERENCE

Jezreel Valley is the 
battlefield for Gideon’s 
victory over the Midianites

Judges 6-7

David almost joined the 
Philistine army in Jezreel 
Valley against King Saul

1 Samuel 29

King Saul and his sons died 
in Jezreel Valley fighting 
against the Philistines

1 Samuel 31:1-7
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By King Jehu’s instructions, 
Jezebel was killed in 
the Jezreel Valley

2 Kings 9:30-37

King Josiah died in 
battle by Megiddo

2 Kings 23:28-
30; 2 Chronicles 
35:21-23

Har Megiddo (Armageddon) 
is believed to be the setting 
for the end-times battle 

Revelation 16:14-16

Not only has this valley seen a lot of bloodshed 
in the centuries past, but the Bible mentions it 
as the setting for the final battle – often simply 
called the Battle of Armageddon (which takes its 
name from Megiddo). A place of great wars, Jez-
reel Valley was also a place for great courage and 
tremendous victories. Is the Lord speaking to you 
like to Gideon, to take courage? What battles are 
you facing and do you believe God can give you 
victory? 
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NAZARETH

EVENT REFERENCE

Jesus’ family returned to 
Nazareth as fulfillment 
of prophesy

Matthew 2:23; 
Luke 2:39

Jesus was often referred 
to as Jesus of Nazareth

Matthew 26:71; 
Mark 1:24; 10:47; 
14:67; 16:6; Luke 
4:34; 18:37; 24:19; 
John 18:5-7; 19:19

The Angel Gabriel appeared 
to Mary in Nazareth Luke 1:26

Nathaniel questioned 
if anything good can 
come from Nazareth

John 1:46

The now iconic phrase that Nathaniel threw in the 
face of Jesus’ disciples – if anything good could 
come from Nazareth – was majestically debunked 
by the Messiah himself. However, Jesus did not get 
into an argument with the religious man. Instead, 
He complimented Nathaniel for being without de-
ceit. How do we handle uncomfortable situations 
like that? Are we able to rise above crudeness in 
order to build a connection? 
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MOUNT TABOR

EVENT REFERENCE

Mount Tabor is part 
of the land allotted to 
the tribe of Issachar

Joshua 19:22

Through Deborah, God 
instructed Barak to deploy 
troops at Mount Tabor

Judges 4:6

Jesus became radiant 
(transfigured) on a 
mountain that is not 
named but suspected 
to be Mount Tabor

Matthew 17:1-5; 
Mark 9:2-13;  
Luke 9:28-36

The Transfiguration of Jesus is one of the most 
captivating events of Jesus’ life on earth. The di-
vinity of Jesus was concealed almost His entire 
life on earth, but in that moment, Jesus revealed 
that He truly was God Incarnate, to encourage and 
strengthen his disciples for what was to come. 
Do you remember moments in your life when God 
showed you His character and His goodness? In 
times of trial, what experiences with God help you 
stand firm?
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KINNERET (SEA OF GALILEE) 

EVENT REFERENCE

The land allotted to the 
tribe of Gad reached 
the Sea of Galilee

Joshua 13:27

Jesus called His first 
disciples on the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee

Matthew 4:18-
22; Mark 1:16-20; 
Luke 5:1-11 (Luke 
calls it Lake of 
Gennesaret)

Jesus calmed a storm 
on the Sea of Galilee

Matthew 8:23-27; 
Mark 4:35-41;  
Luke 8:22-25

Around the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus performed 
many miracles

Matthew 15:29; 
Mark 7:31; John 6:1

Jesus walked on water 
on the Sea of Galilee

Matthew 14:22-33; 
Mark 6:45-52;  
John 6:15-21

Jesus spent time at 
the Sea of Galilee, even 
after His resurrection

John 21

Judging by the amount of time He spent there, 
Jesus must have really enjoyed spending time 
at the lake Kinneret. Relaxing by still waters is a 
soothing experience for most people, but Jesus’ 
peace was not dependent on the serenity of the 
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sea. Even when the waves were rough, Jesus was 
still able to rest on a boat. Are you able to sleep 
peacefully through life’s storms? The Spirit of the 
One who calmed the life-threatening storm lives 
in you! 

TIBERIAS

EVENT REFERENCE

Suspected to be 
built over the ancient 
village of Rakkath

Joshua 19:35

Jesus was likely often 
in the area of Tiberias 
with his disciples

John 6:23

The Apostle John 
sometimes refers to 
the Sea of Galilee as 
the Sea of Tiberias

John 6:1; John 21:1

Though the Gospels do not mention specific 
events happening in Tiberias, we know Jesus 
spent a lot of time in the area. There is even a 
hiking track through the Galilee called the Jesus 
Trail that concludes in Tiberias. Why would Jesus 
spend so much time in a region that was not piv-
otal in politics or pursuit of power? Jesus chose 
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His closest friends in the least strategic of places. 
Do we have a home base where money and titles 
have no meaning? 

CAPERNAUM

EVENT REFERENCE

Capernaum is mentioned 
in all four gospels as 
a town frequented by 
Jesus and His disciples

Matthew 4:13, 8:5, 
11:23, 17:24, Mark 
1:21, 2:1, 9:33, 
Luke 4:23, 31,7:1, 
10:15, John 2:12, 
4:46, 6:17, 24, 59

Jesus cast out 
an unclean spirit

Luke 4:31–36; 
Mark 1:21–28

Jesus healed Simon 
Peter’s mother-in-law Luke 4:38–39

Jesus healed the servant 
of a Roman centurion Luke 7:1-10

Jesus forgave sins and 
healed a paralytic lowered 
by friends through a roof

Mark 2:1–12; 
Luke 5:17–26

In Jesus’ lifetime, Capernaum became more pop-
ular than anyone would have expected. People 
from all the land flocked to the small town, hoping 
for a miracle or simply to hear the Man from Naza-
reth speak. Jesus would heal them and give them 
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attention they so anxiously craved. Today, many 
visit Capernaum for the same reason – because 
Jesus lived there. How desperate are you today to 
be in the presence of Jesus? 

MOUNT OF BEATITUDES

EVENT REFERENCE

Traditionally the location 
where Jesus delivered the 
Sermon on the Mount

Matthew 5–7
(compare with: 
Luke 6:17-49)

Miracle of the multiplication 
of loaves and fishes Mark 6:30-46

Take time to read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 
Every word and every verse carries very powerful 
lessons for life. What does it mean to you, to be 
people of the Kingdom of God? Do you keep your 
standards high? Let’s take a moment to examine 
if our thoughts match our actions. How do we 
treat others? Do we invite God’s presence into ev-
ery situation of our lives? Consider taking on the 
disciplines in your life: to give, to pray and to fast.
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GOLAN HEIGHTS

EVENT REFERENCE

Damascus was first 
mentioned in the Bible in 
the times of Abraham

Genesis 14:15

Golan is mentioned as 
a city of refuge in the 
region of Bashan

Deuteronomy 4:41-
43; Joshua 20:8-9

Golan was also given to the 
Levites as a city of refuge 1 Chronicles 6:71

The Golan plateau extends 
northeast almost 
to Damascus. It is often 
mentioned in the Old 
Testament, and the story 
of the Apostle Paul.

Acts 9

It’s remarkable that all the way back in the ancient 
days God established communities called Cities 
of Refuge. They were towns managed by Levites 
that protected perpetrators of accidental but seri-
ous crimes from falling victim of vengeance. Go-
lan was one such asylum. Long before Jesus was 
born, God showed what grace looks like: you do 
not deserve it, but I will preserve your life, and give 
you safety and peace. Have you experienced such 
grace? 
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CAESAREA PHILLIPPI (BANIAS / PANEAS) 
AND TEL DAN

EVENT REFERENCE

Abraham reached the area 
in pursuit of Lot’s captors Genesis 14:14

The area was conquered 
in the times of Joshua

Joshua 11:17; 12:7; 
13:5

The City of Tel Dan 
was previously known 
as Leshem or Laish

Joshua 19:47; 
Judges 18:7; 
Isaiah 10:30

Jeroboam made two 
golden calves as gods 
at Bethel and Dan

2 Kings 10:29

By this rock, Peter 
recognizes Jesus as the 
Messiah; Jesus promises 
to build His Church

Matthew 16:13–20; 
Mark 8:27–30

The momentous declaration made by Peter that 
Jesus is the true Son of God happens at a site that 
is in no way accidental. The massive rock forma-
tion at Banias was the backdrop of many pagan 
rituals, and suddenly became small and insignif-
icant in the light of the revelation given to Peter. 
Jesus is God in the flesh – something no pagan 
god is capable of. How does that awareness im-
pact how you think and how you live? 
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BEIT SHEAN

EVENT REFERENCE

Beit Shean was allotted to 
the tribe of Menasseh but 
they did not conquer it

Joshua 17:11; 
Judges 1:27

After he was killed, the body 
of Saul was displayed in 
Beit Shean as a warning

1 Chronicles 10;  
1 Samuel 31:10-12

During the Roman period, 
Beit Shean was part of 
Decapolis, inhabited 
mainly by Gentiles

Matthew 4:25; 
Mark 5:20; 7:31

Jesus was unabashedly honest about being called 
to the Jews first, and not to the Gentiles. Which 
makes it that much more surprising that He ac-
tually spent time in gentile areas of Beit Shean or 
Tyre and Sidon. A gentile woman begs Jesus for 
healing, saying that even dogs get crumbs for the 
table. Jesus is so impressed with her faith that 
He grants her request. How is your faith when you 
pray? Does it match the faith of that woman when 
you cry out to Jesus?
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PART I I I

PARTS OF JUDEA, SAMARIA 
AND THE DESERT

Jordan River and Qasr Al-Yehud, Qum-
ran, En Gedi, Dead Sea, Negev Desert. 
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JORDAN RIVER AND  
QASR AL-YEHUD / YARDENIT

EVENT REFERENCE

The Jordan Valley used 
to be watered like the 
garden of the Lord

Genesis 13:10

The Israelites camped by 
the Jordan River before 
entering the Promised Land, 
where God spoke to Moses, 
did miracles and Israelites 
built an altar as a witness

Numbers 
33:49; 35:1; 51; 
Deuteronomy 3:25; 
Joshua 3:15–17; 
22:10-34

Elijah and Elisha crossed 
Jordan on dry ground, only 
to see Elijah ascend to 
Heaven immediately after

2 Kings 2:6-14

Elisha instructed Naaman 
to dip in the Jordan seven 
times and God healed him

2 Kings 5:8-14

Elisha made an iron axe 
float on water in the Jordan 2 Kings 6:1-7

John was baptizing 
people in the Jordan

Matthew 3:1-12; 
Mark 1:4-8; 
Luke 3:3-16;  
John 1:23-28
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Jesus was also baptized 
by John, and before 
all gathered, God calls 
Jesus His beloved Son

Matthew 3:13-
17; Mark 1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21-22; 
John 1:29-34

From the first time it’s mentioned and through the 
years that followed, the Jordan River has been a 
treasured element in the history of Israel. It was 
an important stopover when the tribes entered 
the Promised Land, and numerous miracles hap-
pened on its banks. Many – including Jesus Him-
self – were baptized in the Jordan. Baptism meant 
dying to oneself and rising to a new life according 
to God’s calling. What does that mean to you per-
sonally? 

QUMRAN

EVENT REFERENCE

John the Baptist settled 
in the desert, and made 
radical vows to the Lord, 
which may point to him 
being a part of the Essene 
community at Qumran

Matthew 3:4; 
Mark 1:6

The Essenes who lived at Qumran devoted them-
selves to studying Scriptures, concentrating on 
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eschatology and the Messianic age. They were 
attentive to the spiritual realm and considered the 
world to be at war between light and darkness. 
What we know of John the Baptist also suggests 
that he was radical in his lifestyle and commit-
ment. He did not strive to be different, he sought 
to be faithful. How focused are you on the purpose 
God gave you?

EIN GEDI

EVENT REFERENCE

Ein Gedi is mentioned 
as a city allotted to 
the Tribe of Judah 

Joshua 15:62 

Ein Gedi is identified 
as Hazazon Tamar, 
referencing date palms

2 Chronicles 20:2  

David hid at Ein Gedi when 
he was fleeing from King 
Saul, and probably refers to 
this location in his psalms

1 Samuel 23:29; 
24:1-2; Psalm 
55, 57, 63, 142

Solomon compares his 
love to the blossoms in 
the vineyards of Ein Gedi

Song of  
Solomon 1:14
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Ezekiel prophesied that 
when the Dead Sea is 
made sweet again, Ein Gedi 
will be a fishing village

Ezekiel 47:9-10

For years David had to hide in the desert from King 
Saul to stay alive. Every day he was at risk of get-
ting killed. And unexpectedly David gains the up-
per hand: he finds Saul sleeping in a cave, possibly 
at Ein Gedi, and needs to make a choice: to kill his 
oppressor who happened to be an anointed king 
or to keep running. David spared the life of Saul 
out of reverence for God. How do you respond to 
people you honor when they are in the wrong?   

DEAD SEA

EVENT REFERENCE

Called the Salt Sea in the 
Bible, it was the backdrop 
of Sodom and Gomorra

Genesis 14:3; 18

The Salt Sea was the 
southeastern border of 
the Promised Land

Numbers 34:12; 
Joshua 15:2

Ezekiel prophesied that 
the Dead (Salt) Sea will 
be made sweet again

Ezekiel 47:8–9 
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The Dead Sea, or more accurately the Salt Sea, is 
almost entirely devoid of life — there are no fish 
in its waters and no plants by its banks. Prophet 
Ezekiel had a vision that waters would rise at the 
Temple to bring healing. Rivers will flow out of Je-
rusalem to the Salt Sea, to cure its waters. Jesus 
said that whoever believes in Him, rivers of living 
water will flow from their heart (John 7:38). Have 
you considered what waters flow out of you? Is it 
rivers of healing? 

NEGEV DESERT

EVENT REFERENCE

Abraham lived in the 
Negev desert after being 
banished from Egypt

Genesis 13

Hagar was sent away by 
Abraham and Sarah into 
the desert (Beersheba 
area specifically)

Genesis 21:14

Moses sent spies into the 
Negev to assess the land Numbers 13:17
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Joshua and the Israelites 
take the Promised Land, 
including the Negev, 
which was allotted to the 
tribes of Judah (northern) 
and Simeon (southern)

Joshua 10:40; 
15:1; 19:1-9; 
Judges 1:16-17

The Negev is recognized as 
the wilderness that will have 
rivers and springs of water

Isaiah 41:18-19; 
43:20

John the Baptist lived 
in northern Negev, and 
was referred to as the 
Voice in the Wilderness

Matthew 3:1-3; 
Mark 1:1-3; Luke 
3:1-4; John 1:19-23

After being baptized, 
Jesus goes out into the 
wilderness to fast for 
40 days, where He is 
tempted by Satan to sin

Matthew 4:1–11; 
Mark 1:12–13; 
Luke 4:1–13

We associate the desert with difficulty. Israelites 
wandered (and complained) through the desert, 
Jesus was tempted by Satan and Elijah stayed in 
the desert when he battled depression. What we 
sometimes fail to realize is that the desert can be 
a place of divine encounter and rest. In the desert 
God met with Moses face to face and nursed Eli-
jah back to health. When was the last time you left 
the world behind to hear the quiet voice of God?
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PART IV

JERUSALEM AND THE OLD CITY

Ascending to Jerusalem, City of David and Hezekiah’s Tunnels, 
Qidron Valley, Siloam Pool, Temple Mount and the Southern 

Steps, Kotel/ Western Wall, Old City Walls and Gates, Via Dolo-
rosa, Bethesda Pool, Garden Tomb / Holy Sepulchre, Mount Zion 

and Upper Room, Mount of Olives and Garden of Getsemane. 
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JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is mentioned in the Hebrew Bible 632 
times, and 146 times in the New Testament.

EVENT REFERENCE

Jerusalem was likely 
built in the location of 
ancient Shechem

Genesis 33:18–
20; Deuteronomy 
11:29; 28:11; 
Joshua 8:33; 
1 Kings 12

Shehem was where Abraham 
built an altar to the Lord Genesis 12:6–7

The name Yerushalem or 
Yerushalayim (Jerusalem) first 
appears in the Book of Joshua

Joshua 10:1-5; 
15:8; 18:28

King David moved the 
capital of Israel from 
Hebron to Jerusalem

2 Samuel 5:7-10

King Solomon built the 
first Temple in Jerusalem

1 Kings 6; 2 
Chronicles 3

The Songs of Ascent were 
sung by Jews travelling 
up to Jerusalem

Psalm 120-134

The prophet Nehemiah got 
permission and support 
to rebuild Jerusalem after 
Babylonian conquest

Nehemiah 1-7
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Jesus was brought to 
Jerusalem soon after His birth Luke 2:22

Jerusalem was the place 
of Jesus’ death, burial and 
resurrection, as well as 
ascension to Heaven

Matthew 27:33-
37; Mark 15:22-
26; 15:33-37; 
Luke 23:33-
38; 23:44-46; 
John 19:17-22; 
Matthew 27:57-
60; 28:2; Mark 
15:43-46; 16:4-5; 
Luke 23:50-54; 
24:1-2; John 
19:38-42; 20:1; 
Acts 1:1-12

Jerusalem will become 
even more significant in the 
days to come, and Jesus 
will reign out of Jerusalem

Jeremiah 3:17; 
Ezekiel 40-
48; Zechariah 
2:4-5; 14:16-17; 
Revelation 
20:9; 21-22

There is no other place named in the Bible that 
would carry greater significance to both God and 
men than Jerusalem. From the moment it was 
first mentioned – in the context of Abraham hav-
ing an encounter with God – all the way to the last 
chapters of the Book of Revelation that speak of 
Jesus sitting on the throne in Jerusalem, we are 
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reminded that God chose it for His Name.

CITY OF DAVID

EVENT REFERENCE

Salem, city of Melchizedek, 
likely meant the ancient 
city before Jerusalem

Genesis 14:18–20

David conquered 
Jerusalem, formerly known 
as Jebus, and after taking 
it from Jebusites, it was 
called the City of David

1 Chronicles 11:4-6; 
2 Samuel 5:1-10

King Hezekiah built 
tunnels under the City of 
David, in anticipation of 
an Assyrian invasion

2 Chronicles 32:2-
5; 2 Kings 20:20

The City of David is the oldest part of what later 
became the great city of Jerusalem. It was for-
merly known also by the names of Salem, Shalem, 
Shechem, and Zion. And yet, how remarkable that 
it is recognized by the name of one of its greatest 
kings. King David put effort into making others re-
alize how exceptional Jerusalem is. What reputa-
tion does your name carry? Does it evoke respect 
and admiration?
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KIDRON VALLEY

EVENT REFERENCE

King David fled through 
the Kidron Valley during 
the rebellion of Absalom 

2 Samuel 15:23

Known also as the King’s 
Valley, Kidron is where Absalom 
set up his monument 

2 Samuel 18:18

Kidron was the place where 
righteous kings (Asa, Hezekiah, 
Josiah) burned obscene 
images and unclean items 
dedicated to other gods

1 Kings 15:13; 
2 Kings 23:4-6; 
2 Chronicles 
15:16; 29:16

Kidron is also called the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat, where God will 
judge the nations, sometimes 
referred to as Valley of Decision

Joel 3:2; 3:12

Jesus would usually cross 
the Kidron Valley to get to 
the Mount of Olives and the 
Garden of Getsemane

John 18:1

The Kidron Valley separates the Temple Mount 
from the Mount of Olives. In the Bible as well as 
today, it is associated with Judgement Day – the 
separation of good and evil, the holy and the un-
clean. It was the setting for a brutal separation 
of King David and his rebellious son Absalom. As 
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the Valley of Decision, it begs the question: do you 
know what the judgement of God will mean for 
you? How about for your nation?  

SILOAM POOL

EVENT REFERENCE

The Pools of Siloam (called 
also the Lower Pool and 
King’s Pool) were built during 
the reign of King Hezekiah 
and held the water supply 
for the city of Jerusalem

2 Chronicles 
32:2-4; Isaiah 
8:6; 22:9; 
Nehemiah 
2:14; 3:15

A man blind from birth was 
sitting at the Siloam Pool 
hoping for healing, Jesus 
healed him and instructed 
him to wash off in the pool

John 9:1-12

When Jesus healed a blind man by the Siloam 
pool, He spit in mud and put it on the man’s eyes. 
The Son of God gave this man vision by perform-
ing an act that resembled the creation of Adam. 
Since the man by Siloam was blind from birth, Je-
sus didn’t restore his sight, but He had to create it. 
What does this tell you about Jesus’ power? Are 
you looking for a pool to get your miracle or do 
you turn to Jesus?
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TEMPLE MOUNT AND 
WESTERN WALL (KOTEL) 

EVENT REFERENCE

Believed to be Mount Moriah, 
the place where Abraham was 
stopped from sacrificing Isaac 
to the Lord, the Temple Mount 
replaced the Tabernacle of 
Moses and became the sole 
place for sacrifices in Israel, 
chosen by God for His Name

Genesis 
22:1-14; 
Deuteronomy 
12:5-6; 14:23-
25; 15:20; 16:2; 
16:5-7; 16:16-
17; 26:1-2;

David built the first altar for 
the Lord in Jerusalem

2 Samuel 
24:18–25

King Solomon built the 
Temple on Mount Moriah

1 Kings 6; 2 
Chronicles 3

Solomon dedicates the 
Temple to the Lord and asks 
that God’s eyes would be on 
this place day and night

2 Chronicles 
6:1–7:11

The term Temple Mount (literally 
“Mount of the House”) is first 
used in the Book of Micah, 
referencing the Messianic Age

Micah 4:1

Initially the Temple Mount was 
synonymous to Mount Zion. 
The Psalmist expressed great 
affection for the Mountain 
of the Lord in his writings

Psalm 48; 
68; 125; 133
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Prophets refer to the Temple 
Mount as the Mountain of 
the Lord, Holy Mountain, 
and Mount Zion

Isaiah 2:2-5; 
8:18; 24:23; 
60:14; Joel 
2:1; 2:32; 3:17; 
Obadiah 1:17; 
1:21; Micah 4:2; 
Zechariah 8:3

Jesus spent time at the Temple 
from an early age and cared 
about the sanctity of it

Luke 2:41; 
Matthew 
21:12-17; John 
2:13-22

When Solomon dedicated the Temple to the Lord, 
he prayed: O Lord my God… hear the prayer which 
Your servant makes toward this place.  (2 Chron 6:20) 
In response, God said to him: My eyes will be open 
and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place… 
My heart will be there perpetually. (7:15-16) Do these 
words affect how you see the Jewish people who 
pray at the Western Wall? Do they affect how you 
pray as well?
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OLD CITY WALLS AND GATES

EVENT REFERENCE

From early on, Jerusalem 
is described in the Bible as 
fortified, with strong walls

2 Kings 25:10; 
Nehemiah 2:13; 
4:7; Jeremiah 
1:15; 39:8; 52:14

The city had multiple gates 
in different locations, 
depending on time period

Nehemiah 7:3; 
13:19; Psalm 122:2; 
Jeremiah 17:21; 
Lamentations 4:12

The prophet Isaiah 
speaks of Jerusalem’s 
walls in reference to 
God’s protection

Isaiah 62:6

The Old City of Jerusalem today has seven open 
gates and one closed one. The Golden Gate has 
been walled up in the 16th century by the Muslim 
Ottomans, just in case the Jewish Messiah would 
fulfill prophesies that He shall enter the Temple 
through said gate. That’s truly an act of faith, to 
take precautions against prophesies you don’t be-
lieve to be true! Are you awaiting the Messiah to 
return to Jerusalem as much as they did?
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VIA DOLOROSA (WAY OF THE CROSS)

EVENT REFERENCE

Though the current route of 
Via Dolorosa is from the 18th 
century and most stations are 
not mentioned in the Bible, 
selected ones are linked to the 
story recorded in the Gospels

Mark 15:21; 
Luke 16:19–31; 
John 19.5; 19:17

Via Dolorosa (Latin for “Way of Suffering”) is a tra-
ditional route in the Old City that could not possi-
bly overlap with the real path Jesus walked to his 
crucifixion. Nevertheless, it is the event that was 
significant, not the literal order of steps. Jesus 
asked for the cup of suffering to be taken from 
Him, but if not, He asked for the Father’s will to be 
done. He did it for your sake and mine. What does 
His suffering mean to you? 

BETHESDA POOL

EVENT REFERENCE

Bethesda may have been 
the Upper Pool mentioned 
in the Old Testament

2 Kings 18:17; 
Isaiah 7:3; 
36:2
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In Jesus’ time, many people 
were at the Bethesda Pool 
daily for the moving of the 
water to receive healing. There, 
Jesus healed a man who had 
been suffering for 38 years

John 5:1-15

It may sound strange to us that a suffering man 
would spend his time waiting for a miracle by a 
pool knowing he would never be able to get in on 
time. On the one hand, he was desperate enough 
to be there, and on the other, he had already re-
signed. Jesus asked him if he wanted to be made 
well, and the man only answered with excuses. Je-
sus healed him anyway. Are you ready to receive 
your breakthrough? Jesus wants to show you His 
loving power!

GARDEN TOMB / HOLY SEPULCHRE

EVENT REFERENCE

Bearing the cross, Jesus 
was brought to a hill 
that resembled a skull; 
there He was crucified

Matthew 27:33-
37; Mark 15:22-26; 
15:33-37; Luke 
23:33-38; 23:44-
46; John 19:17-22
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Jesus’ body was laid in 
a tomb cleft in a rock, 
which had not been 
previously used 

Matthew 27:57-60; 
28:2; Mark 15:43-
46; 16:4-5; Luke 
23:50-54; 24:1-2; 
John 19:38-42; 20:1

There is no certainty where exactly Jesus was 
buried, whether it happened on the site of the 
Holy Sepulchre or the Garden Tomb, but we know 
that He rose from the dead, so He’s not in that 
grave anymore. Jesus went through the worst to 
give you the best. When did you first believe that 
Jesus died for your sins and was raised from the 
dead? How has it changed you and how has your 
faith changed over the years?

MOUNT ZION AND THE UPPER 
ROOM (CENACLE)

EVENT REFERENCE

In the beginning, the 
term Mount Zion was 
synonymous with 
the City of David and 
the Temple Mount

2 Samuel 5:7, 1 
Chronicles 11:5; 
1 Kings 8:1, 2 
Chronicles 5:2
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The name has been shifted 
to ancient Jerusalem’s 
Western Hill, the traditional 
location of David’s Tomb

1 Kings 2:10

Also according to tradition, 
the Compound was the 
site of Jesus’ Last Supper 
with His disciples

Matthew 26:17-29; 
Mark 14:12-25; Luke 
22:7-27; John 13:1-5

The Apostles gathered 
together, likely in the 
same place, after Jesus’ 
death and resurrection

Matthew 28:9; 
Mark 16:14; Luke 
24:33; John 20:19

It is believed to be the 
site of the Upper Room, 
where the Holy Spirit 
was first poured out

Acts 1:12-14; 
Acts 2:1–4

The Communion that Jesus shared with His disci-
ples at the Feast of Passover was unlike anything 
they had seen before. Jesus broke the bread and 
said it was His body. Then He raised the cup of 
wine and said it was His blood. Jesus identified 
Himself with the Passover lamb whose blood 
freed people from slavery. What does communion 
mean to you? How do you understand the idea of 
eating the bread and drinking the wine in a worthy 
manner?  
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MOUNT OF OLIVES AND 
GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE

EVENT REFERENCE

The Mount of Olives is first 
mentioned in the Bible when 
David fled from his son 
Absalom, weeping along the 
way. There, he worshipped God 
at the top of the mountain 

2 Samuel 
15:30,32

Ezekiel alluded to the 
Mount, saying the glory of 
the Lord stood upon the 
mountain east of the city

Ezekiel 11:23

Zechariah foretells that 
the Lord’s feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives 
and it will split in two

Zechariah 14:4

Jesus spent a lot of time on 
this mountain, teaching and 
prophesying to his disciples

Matthew 
24–25; Mark 
13; Luke 21:37; 
John 8:1

While on the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus wept over Jerusalem 
and her imminent destruction

Luke 19:41-44
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Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane on the Mount of 
Olives to pray with his disciples, 
and there he was betrayed

Matthew 
26:36-56; 
Mark 14:32-
49; Luke 
22:39-53; 
John 18:1-11

Jesus ascended to Heaven 
from the Mount of Olives Acts 1:1-12

Jesus walked up the Mount of Olives regularly. 
While there, He took the time to teach, to cry, to 
pray, to prophesy, and even to rest. The location 
was significant to Him in His earthly life, and it is 
the place He promised to return to. The Mount of 
Olives is where Jesus prayed so intensely that His 
sweat turned into blood. Do you have a personal 
“Mount of Olives” in your life — a place where you 
like to pray? How vital is prayer to you?


